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Project Title Honorific Ranks: Advantages and Disadvantages
Name of the Investigator Prof. Dr. Watchara Ngamchitcharoen

Abstract

This research is aimed to study advantages and disadvantages of Thai Buddhist
monks’ honorific ranks, and to arrive at the ideas and the guidelines on practices
toward them.

From the study, it is found that honorific ranks are themselves good because
they are glorification and encouragement to the monks who perform good things
toward Buddhism or the country. However, it is normal for all social phenomena to be
of both negative and positive sides or advantages and disadvantages and also to be
conceived or considered in different or even contradictory perspectives. That is true for
honorific ranks as well; their advantages and disadvantages come from the people
concerned and the critics who have different perspectives toward them. At any rate,
even though it cannot be absolutely affirmed or proved, it is reasonable enough to
conclude that at least honorific ranks have advantages not fewer than disadvantages,
and can be rectified or improved, i.e. their disadvantages are not so serious that they
should be eliminated, and that they are, in fact, difficult to be eliminated or abrogated
since they are related to the administrative system of Sangha as well as that of the state,
and also part of the Thai tradition and culture, and the royal institution.

Honorific ranks are, therefore, should be rectified or improved rather than
eliminated, and the important and possible methods for their rectification or
improvement are an amendment of the process of screening and selecting the monks for
the honorific ranks by using cooperation of both monks and lay people so as to prevent
monks from rushing around and favouritism, change of the criteria of the qualifications
for honorific ranks to be broader and more fair, giving the chance to the monks who
have good performance in other fields like education though they possess no
administrative ranks, i.e. the administrative ranks ought not to be the main or
necessary qualification as usual, training monks to possess suitable values, and
systematic control and check of behaviour and working of the monks with honorific
ranks.

In current situation in which the improvement of the system of honorific ranks
hasn’t yet been carried out, monks, the state, and people should practice in the more
suitable way toward honorific ranks in order to pave the way to their improvement in
the long run. Monks, for example, are supposed to understand the correct purpose of
honorific ranks, and not to be obsessed with them; lay people ought to encourage
monks not to be enamoured with them, help caution the monks, and reduce their
extravagant values; and dissemination of knowledge on honorific ranks to make monks
and lay people rightly understand them can reduce their disadvantages.
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