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Project Title : Advice on and Solution of Social and Political Problems Given
by the Buddha
Name of the Investigators: Amnuay Yussayotha
Abstract

This study deals with advice and solution of social and political problems given by the
Buddha, which can be classified into four main research questions: (1) how Buddha gave advice
on social problems; (2) how Buddha made solution to social problems; (3) how Buddha gave
advice on political problems; and (4) how Buddha made solution to political problems. The

results of the study reveal the following:

(1) Regarding advice on social problems, Buddha advised people to become morally
virtuous first so that the society becomes good automatically. The advise given emphasizes
individual rather than a system. Buddha is of the opinion that if a person is virtuous, although
there might be some loophole for violating the moral code, he/she would not use that loophole in

committing immoral act for his/he personal gain.

(2) Regarding solution of social problems, Buddha solved them in accordance whit the
prevailing situation. The solver must possess the Parami (perfections) as an asset for solving the
problems. Buddha has already accrued noble 10 Paramis such as Dama (giving, charity,
generosity, liberality); Sila (morality, good conduct), Nekkhamma (renunciation), Panna
(wisdom, insight, understanding), Viriya (energy, effort, endeavor), Khanti (forbearance,
tolerance, endurance), Sacca (truthfulness), Adhitthana (resolution, self-determination), Metta
(loving-kindness, friendliness) and Upekkha (equanimity, indifference to praise and blame in the
performance of duty). Most importantly, one has to turn enemy to become friend after solving the

problems so that the person be trained to be virtuous.

(3) Regarding advice on political problems, Buddha improvised the teachings suitable
with two political systems: aristocracy and Samakkhidham (community spirit). Buddha advised
aristocrat rulers to act as a model so that the ruled followed the model. As for Samakkhidham
system, Buddha emphasized the principle of community spirit. Along with solving the
government aspect of the system, the economic aspect should also be materialized side by side.

Buddha prioritized the use of authority more than the governing system, seeing that any system



would be workable if “Dhammacracy” was utilized. Dhammacracy was seen as good governing

system whereas “non-Dhammacracy” was not.

(4) Regarding solution of political problems, Buddha solved them in accordance with
the prevailing situation utilizing impartiality, equity, honesty and public good as the basis.

Moreover, Buddha was cautious not to act beyond his role and status as exalted teacher.

Overall, Buddha gave advice and solved the social and political conflicts using
“Dhammawuth” (weapon of Dhamma), not “Sastrawuth” (weapon of violence) because the

latter was not able to solve the problems.
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